
Good evening.  I want to thank you all for taking time out of you very busy schedules to listen to our legitimate 
concerns regarding the possible development of beautiful Belmont Park. 

To Begin, I would like to quote dialogue between the NYS Racing Commission & the Legislature from 1902, 
regarding the granted permission to the Westchester Association (now NYRA) for use of the land known as 
Belmont Park. 

"The stability of any industry in which so much capital is invested as there now is in that of breeding thoroughbred 
horses is the first essential, and this stability may be best maintained by the recognition not so much of many 
racing plants as of those about whose permanency as racing organizations and of whose purpose in offering 
generous premiums and in establishing and maintaining important stakes there can be no reasonable doubt.  Not 
merely should these programmes of such associations be in themselves a guarantee of permanency, but so far as 
possible these very racing plants should be so situated where they would be least liable to be crowded out by the 
trend of population in large centres, or where because of the rising values of these properties there would be 
inducement to dispose of these properties for other uses.  Your commission would view with disapproval the 
establishment of racing plants so close to large cities as to suggest land ventures, making the properties earn 
dividends as racing plants until they would become valuable for other purposes, and then have them disappear." 

Belmont Park was granted permission in 1902, 115 years ago, and officially opened in 1905.  This property is clearly 
a NYS historical Icon.  It is known as the premier thoroughbred horse racing facility in all of the United States, and 
one can make an argument, the entire world.  And it is now in jeopardy. 

It is without question that Belmont Park needs infrastructure investments, updated facilities and additional 
attractions to draw a new generation of horseracing fans.  However, all these investments must be centered 
around the thoroughbred racing industry.  Why do we limit its potential to Stadiums, Arenas, Casinos, Housing or 
big box stores?  Why do we not have the vision to re-establish this property as an attraction to visitors from in or 
out of state?  As we have seen in Saratoga, if done correctly, Belmont Park can be an industry anchor to its host 
communities.  The facility, for too long, has been neglected and has been run into the ground.  This once grand 
property is now an eyesore, and the way we chose to fix the problem is to create a limited RFP centered around 
selling off the land to the highest bidder? 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are at a crossroads.  If we listen carefully to the guidance our elders & elected officials 
of 115 years ago, they had the foresight in knowing the grave potential to dispose of this land for other uses.  It's 
human nature and these dollar signs often cloud our vision and distract us to what path we must take for the sake 
of preserving our history.  Once we go down the road of overdevelopment, there is no turning back.  We will not 
be able to reverse the damages done and in 5, 10, 20, 50 years from now, we will regret that we allowed this to 
happen.   

The New York State Historic Preservation Office goal is to raise historic preservation awareness, to instill in New 
Yorkers a sense of pride in the state's unique history and to encourage heritage tourism and community 
revitalization.  We have the opportunity now to preserve NYS's beautiful Iconic Belmont Park as it was, and always 
was, intended be.  We must make every effort to restore Belmont Park to its deserving elegance.  Any, and all, 
development approved for the site, must be complementary, celebratory and in harmony with the lands original 
intention, thoroughbred racing.  I make the suggestion that Belmont Park should be granted State Park status and 
its land and structures considered for inclusion to the NYS registers of historical places (such is the Case with 
Saratoga Racecourse).  This beautiful State Park, restored to its former glory, will help the continued revitalization 
of the Host communities, and all the while be anchored by the premier thoroughbred racing facility it has been for 
115 years. 


