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 M I N U T E S  

          OF THE MEETING 

   OF THE  

                    PUBLIC HEARING  

 INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF FLORAL PARK 

        January 17, 2023 
 

    8:00 p.m. 
            

   
        

P R E S E N T:   

 

KEVIN M. FITZGERALD,          MAYOR 
 

DR. LYNN POMBONYO,            DEPUTY MAYOR/TRUSTEE  
 

FRANK J. CHIARA,              TRUSTEE  

JENNIFER STEWART,             TRUSTEE 
 

MICHAEL F. LONGOBARDI,        TRUSTEE             
                                  

   
        

ALSO PRESENT:          

JOHN RYAN, ESQ. Village Attorney 

GERARD M. BAMBRICK, Village Administrator 
 

SUSAN E. WALSH, Village Clerk                               
                               

RENEE MARCUS, Superintendent of Buildings 

STEPHEN MCALLISTER, Police Commissioner 

KEVIN GINNANE, Superintendent Public Works 
  

 
Catherine P. Murphy        
   Court Reporter          
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MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Good evening.  I want

to ask that you stand for the Pledge of

Allegiance. 

      (Pledge of Allegiance said.) 

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  So good evening and

welcome to our second meeting of 2023.

Tonight, we have a public hearing then followed

by kind of a short agenda this time and open it

up for public questions, comments and concerns.  

And with that, Miss Walsh, can you start

the public hearing for music at The Harrison.

MS. WALSH:  Thank you, Mayor Fitzgerald.

Legal Notice.  Notice of Special Use Public

Hearing Incorporated Village of Floral Park,

New York.

Notice is Hereby Given that the Board of

Trustees of the Incorporated Village of Floral

Park, New York will hold a Public Hearing at

Village Hall, One Floral Boulevard, Floral

Park, New York on Tuesday, January 17, 2023 at

8:00 p.m. in relation to the following

application: 

The application of The Harrison, 86 South

Tyson, LLC/Vincent DiRico, owner of 86 South

Tyson Avenue, Floral Park, New York is made in
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accordance with Article III, Section 99-10B (1)

of the Zoning Ordinance of the Incorporated

Village of Floral Park, New York, to modify

Special Use Permit, Resolution number 2021-118,

so as to allow for live music on premises in a

B-1 District, the use may only be authorized as

a special use after a public hearing.  

The structure for which said Special

Permit is applied is situated on the northwest

corner of South Tyson Avenue/Tyson Avenue

extension and known as Section 32, Block 55 and

Lot 16 on the Nassau County Land and Tax Map.  

A copy of the application is on file in

the Office of the Village Clerk, One Floral

Boulevard, Floral Park, New York and may be

examined by any persons interested therein

during business hours Monday through Friday,

inclusive, except legal holidays, from 8:30

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Now Take Notice that all parties in

interest and citizens will be given the

opportunity to be heard at the aforesaid time

and place. 

By Order of The Board of Trustees

Incorporated Village of Floral Park, New York,
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Susan E. Walsh, Village Clerk, dated December

30, 2022.  

And that the Legal Notice has been

published in the official paper of the

Incorporated Village of Floral Park, New York

and posted according to law. 

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Thank you, Miss Walsh.

I would like to place on the record the

applicant previously filed an affidavit of

service indicating that all neighbors within a

200 foot radius of the dwelling have been

served with notice. 

I would also like to announce that the

Board previously adopted a resolution

determining that the application does not have

a significant impact on the environment as

defined by SEQRA.

Now, I would like to invite Mr. DiRico to

come up and give, be sworn in and present what

he is looking to do.

(Whereupon, Vincent DiRico was sworn in.)

VINCENT DIRICO:  Vincent DiRico, 86 South

Tyson Avenue, Floral Park 11001.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  So, we understand that

you want to have live music or that is not in

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



     5

- 1/17/23- TRUSTEES - THE HARRISON - 86 SO. TYSON - 

the original application that you made.  If you

could just describe what you are looking to do.

VINCENT DIRICO:  I think -- sure.  Thank

you.  I think what we want to do and how we do

it as far as music is concerned, actually

provides even the service to the community

because it -- we have been established as a

place for adults between Floral Park and

surrounding towns to come to where they know

they're in a safe environment.  They can come

and enjoy themselves.  They know it is safe.

I think what we are looking to do as far

as music is concerned is nothing crazy and when

we do it, we have one to three piece band in

for reasonable hours.  It doesn't draw -- we're

not looking for a very young crowd.  We're

looking for an adult crowd that likes to come,

have something to eat, drink, enjoy some music.  

The hours of operation that we run are

early.  We don't run late operation.  So again,

I think it is something that people in the

community will look forward to and it adds, I

think, it adds to Floral Park, gives people an

opportunity who live in Floral Park and close

by not to have to travel and go to other towns

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



     6

- 1/17/23- TRUSTEES - THE HARRISON - 86 SO. TYSON - 

to get this.  The music is really soft.  It is

not anything hardcore or multiples, you know,

big band type of situation.

So I really, I'm open to the floor and if

you have any questions or concerns that people

might have, I'll answer them.  

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  I am sure we have a

number of questions.  Tell us what you are

willing to do, what it is and what it won't be.

VINCENT DIRICO:  I think we're looking to

do, again, music that is muted, whether it be

soft rock, Jazz, vocals, theme nights, for

instance like October Fest.  It could be a

German music thing or going back to basic type

of music either vocals or instrumentals with

guitar.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  So, I guess you mention

guitars.  What type of instruments would it be?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Mostly guitars.  Maybe a

little bit of soft, you know, organ music,

piano music, in that sense.  Really no drums or

loud music.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  No drums or drum

machines?

VINCENT DIRICO:  No music like that.
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Nothing that would be -- I don't think it will

be a nuisance.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Would it be heard from

the street?

VINCENT DIRICO:  I don't think you have an

issue as far as, especially with the

surroundings we do it.  It's not really an

issue again, obstructive to the surrounding

neighborhood at all.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Would you hear it from

the street, yes or no?

VINCENT DIRICO:  You know what, I don't

want to say something.  Personally, I think

that if I stand outside, right outside, it's

very low.  It is not nothing that is, to me,

personally anything loud or obstructive or

anything that's a nuisance to the neighborhood.

I don't really think so.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Will the apartments

across the street hear it?

VINCENT DIRICO:  I don't know because I

don't, we haven't had any problems.  We don't

think we will have any problems with the

surrounding.  Like anything else, I think if

your windows are closed, you know, it is not an
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issue.  If the windows are open, I don't think

it is anything that we're not looking for club

sense.  We're not doing clubs.  We're not doing

cover door situations.  We're not dancing,

anything like that.  If anything, it is an

accent to the restaurant and that's what I

think it really is.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Would you have to move

tables in the event you have certain bands or

the tables are going to remain as is?

VINCENT DIRICO:  It is really not, it's

really not meant to be, you know, we're not

providing a dance floor.  We're not providing

space big enough.  It is really if people want

to enjoy themselves in a place, dance a little

or move a little.  That's fine.  We're not

providing any environment.  It is not by any

means meant to be any type of concert

situation, not to be in sort of a club or D.J.

I don't think that's what we stand for.  I

think we have proven in the last four years who

we are and what we stand for.  I would like to

think that we're a positive member of the

community with no issues.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Would there be any new
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lighting put in and/or a stage with stage

lighting?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Absolutely not.  That

goes against my whole esthetics and decor or

anything, so no.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Okay.  Anyone have any

questions? 

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  Good evening and

welcome.

VINCENT DIRICO:  Hi. 

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  Where would the band or

music be placed, towards the back, towards the

side, towards the door?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Could be two places.  It

could be by the side where it is right now or

can be either sometimes inside with the doors

open, inside going out or it can be, or just on

the side of the bar actually facing the actual

dining establishment.

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  Do you expect to be a

crowd mainly to have dinner and at the bar or

are you expecting a crowd out there?  Inside

you have a great crowd that comes there for a

while and they have a great time.  Is that what

you are envisioning outside?
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VINCENT DIRICO:  From an operator

perspective, it is always best when people eat

and drink.  We're not looking for anybody to

just not.  There's nothing wrong with it having

a couple of things they want to have.  But we

prefer when people relax and are eating and

drinking.  Not really just the bar.

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  Do you currently

outside have any issues with occupancy

maximums?  Do you get crowds out there?

VINCENT DIRICO:  I don't believe, no.

Again, we're not the type of place that people

are coming in large crowds.  I think that's one

of the reasons why, one of the reasons they

like coming to us.  They know it is not that

kind of environment.  They know it is an

environment where they're not going to be

packed like sardines.  It is not supposed to

be.  First of all, we don't want it.  Between

the occupancy of the tables and actual bar

stools that are there and people come to us

because they feel safe, they feel it is a good

environment to go out with their friends or

significant other and it is a nice place to go

where they don't have to travel necessarily out
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of town.  Not that there is anything wrong with

regular bars and young crowds, but it is not

our thing.

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  Everyone should fit

comfortably with the music.

VINCENT DIRICO:  Yes.

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  Thank you.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Trustee Chiara.

TRUSTEE CHIARA:  Is this music going to be

amplified or will there be amplifiers in there?

VINCENT DIRICO:  It is low, depending on

the artist or how they play.  I think you

need -- there can be acoustic.  It also, if it

is small and to give proper electrified sounds,

to give the sounds further music and not

necessarily about being loud.  It is just part

of how they play and sound.

TRUSTEE CHIARA:  Will it continue during

the night or just a certain time period?

VINCENT DIRICO:  When we say night, even

at night, I don't think it will be anything

past 10 or 11:00.  At that point, we really

don't want it anyway.  That's when we start

dwindling down.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Can you commit to 10?
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Can you say 10 or 11?

VINCENT DIRICO:  It will be safe to say I

think we're fine with 11:00, to be honest with

you.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  So, your request is 11?

VINCENT DIRICO:  We don't need anything

later then 11 at all.  I'm not saying a late

time because usually we end it earlier.  So, 11

will be good.

TRUSTEE CHIARA:  Any of these performances

increase your maximum capacity?  Would you like

big crowds showing up?

VINCENT DIRICO:  I don't think it's about

increasing our capacity but it is more like

filling the seats that are available.  For

instance, because it is outdoors, we want to be

able, not only have a nice crowd inside, but

sometimes people have a different reason for

wanting to seat outside because of the weather

or just to hear music outside, where to watch

the T.V. and sporting events on the T.V.

outside.  So, it's just an extra means of

generating income and I think that's the main

purpose.

TRUSTEE CHIARA:  If you do it outside,
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will the music be picked inside or vice-versa?

VINCENT DIRICO:  The music, once we do it

outside usually pertains to the room with the

french doors that are open and outside.  We

tried the inside of the restaurant differently.

The inside, because of the bar inside and

dining room inside, it gives the people the

opportunity that don't want to listen to music

to have a regular dining experience.  It is not

one or nothing.  It is basically again someone

comes in and wants to have dinner or sit at the

regular bar, don't want to be a part of it,

they don't have to.  It is not being piped in.

TRUSTEE CHIARA:  Thank you.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Trustee Stewart?

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Hi.  How are you?  You

said something about theme nights.  Would you

be looking to have any floor shows or anything

that will require a cabaret license?

VINCENT DIRICO:  No.  No.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Okay.  So, I don't want

to put you on the spot, if you are considering

having outdoor dining on Caroline Place for the

take-out window, are you putting music out

there as well?
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VINCENT DIRICO:  The space we have on the

take-out side is really different, so we're not

looking to put any music at all over there.

No.  No, none.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Great.

VINCENT DIRICO:  That's for people's

take-out.  They have quick access to grabbing

food on their own.  We don't want waitress

service out there.  It is a convenience for

them, want a quick bite, they sit down.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Okay.  So, to your

knowledge, do you have any outstanding

violations with the building department?

VINCENT DIRICO:  To my knowledge, no.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  You fixed the fence?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Meaning the height?  

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Yes.

VINCENT DIRICO:  The height we have to go

for a zoning because it is two feet different.

So, in reference to that, you might be right,

we have to still finish applying for that.  I

thought we were good.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  I don't believe you are.

VINCENT DIRICO:  I think we have to go for

the other two feet.  I thought it was -- I
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apologize.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Okay.  I'm the garbage

person.  I ask questions about the garbage.  I

don't believe it will generate any additional

trash?

VINCENT DIRICO:  No, not at all.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  I have to live up to my

reputation.  Sorry.

VINCENT DIRICO:  No problem.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  So, the T.V. you have

outside, those are still no volume, correct?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Yes.  Yes.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Where would you expect

the band members to park?

VINCENT DIRICO:  They have to find, I

expect them to find their own parking.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Where would they unload

their equipment?  It is really busy over there

on Tyson.

VINCENT DIRICO:  Yes.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Where we have placed, I

think it is like a passenger drop off, you

know, I don't know how long we will be okay

with you holding that up with the band.

VINCENT DIRICO:  I don't think, again, it
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is not involving any major theatrical type of

band or big band.  So, I think, I don't see

anything more than a five or ten minute quick

drop and go.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Okay.  Does this require

an amendment to your liquor license?

VINCENT DIRICO:  I don't believe so, but I

will double check.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Okay.  That's all I

have.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Trustee Longobardi. 

TRUSTEE LONGOBARDI:  Thank you for being

here.  Most of my questions got answered.  You

talk about using music to enhance the dining

experience.  Would you ever close the area and

do a private party with music down there?

VINCENT DIRICO:  I don't -- I think we

have.  It depends on the -- anything like that

usually has to do with, honestly with charity

style situation where actually a charity

organization kind of wants a little bit of it

for them to make money.  But otherwise, I don't

personally.

TRUSTEE LONGOBARDI:  It is one thing to

have a sitting dinner with back music and
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having a private party that's loud and well

over capacity.

VINCENT DIRICO:  Right, it doesn't.

Again, I would like to think over the last time

we have been there close to four years, I think

we have proven to be a good member of the

community with no issues.  I don't think it

fits into the narrative of the way we operate.

We don't like trouble, period, even for not

just for the community, only for ourselves,

only the safety of the patrons and our

employees and surrounding community.  We don't

have tolerance for that.  We don't really care.

I would much rather have somebody again

sitting, eating and drinking, then just

drinking because actually, it brings in more

revenue if people eat and have something to eat

then to just drink.

TRUSTEE LONGOBARDI:  Thank you.

MR. RYAN:  Mayor, can I ask a question?

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Sure.

MR. RYAN:  I think I heard you say you

were going to have music for special events,

maybe October Fest.  Did you say that?

VINCENT DIRICO:  I said as far as October
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Fest, giving an example of a special night as

far as because again --

MR. RYAN:  On these special nights, what

kind of band would you have?

VINCENT DIRICO:  The type of band could be

one or two piece with a vocal.  One or two with

a vocal.

MR. RYAN:  Unlike an Oompah band with the

big October Fest?

VINCENT DIRICO:  No.  We don't have the

size for that anyway.  So, I know it will not

happen because we don't, even if we wanted to.

MR. RYAN:  You're limiting it to a three

piece?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Actually, totally.

MR. RYAN:  Thank you.

VINCENT DIRICO:  You're welcome.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  You mention 11:00 p.m.

Which days would you have music and can you

give me the days you have it, start and end

times.

VINCENT DIRICO:  Usually Thursday, Friday,

Saturday, Sunday will be more unless sometimes

Mondays could be because of a holiday weekend,

Labor Day, Memorial Day.  Especially people
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like that because if people are close to home,

who didn't go away for the weekend, I think

people like the idea sometimes of being able to

say, you know, we're not going somewhere but we

can stay local and hear music and eat, have

something to drink.  I think they like that.

Other than that, that's why I bring up Monday

three or four times during certain parts of the

season or holidays.  Other than that, usually

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  What time will it

start?

VINCENT DIRICO:  If it starts usually at 4

or 5:00 p.m until around 9 or 10:00 p.m.

usually, 11:00 p.m.  It will be not even

typical, per se.  It could happen, but that's

why I say 11.  I don't want to be held to 10 if

people want to have a nice time.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  What about Sunday,

would you have before 4:00 p.m.?

VINCENT DIRICO:  4:00 p.m, yes, we would

like to do like either, even for music outside

whether it be Jazz brunch or with a D.J, you

know, brunch with some, you know, D.J. music

playing.  But again, nothing that is, if
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it's -- I don't like loud because if I'm back

there, personally if it is loud, it is ruining

your dining experience anyway.  To me,

background music that is not like correct, it's

not too low, but at the same time, if it is --

if you can't talk and if you can't converse

with your guests that you are with or company

that you are with, to me, it is defeating the

purpose.  I don't want it.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  What time are you

asking for on Sunday?

VINCENT DIRICO:  As far as starting?

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Yes.  Starting and

ending.

VINCENT DIRICO:  12 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

usually on a Sunday.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Would you be

advertising what band is there or what person

is there?

VINCENT DIRICO:  We'd like to.  We feel it

will be more of a draw.  For someplace,

sometimes a little more of a following, local

following.  It will be helpful.  We would like

to do that.  E-mail, through e-mail or through

the website, that type, or through the regular
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customer data base.  We don't put big ads out.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  So, would you be having

a D.J. or not having a D.J.?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Sunday brunch we'd like

to.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  I think you said earlier

no.

VINCENT DIRICO:  Sunday is the one day I

think people like sometimes a D.J.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  It is, but it isn't.

VINCENT DIRICO:  I am not trying to be

cute.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  I just want to know.

VINCENT DIRICO:  Maybe live one day.

That's all I am saying.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Is the permit for live

music or music?  

MS. WALSH:  Live music.

TRUSTEE STEWART:  What prompted you to

apply for the permit?

VINCENT DIRICO:  We feel that people will

enjoy again.  I think we provide something for

the local community that is adult oriented.  It

is not a young bar crowd.  It is an adult way

of being able to go out.
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TRUSTEE STEWART:  So when you are talking

with your partners, you decided this is

something you wanted to do and someone realized

you needed a permit?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Yes.  I apologize.  I

know this is not a good excuse.  Sometimes we

don't know until we are told.  It is not

something we are trying to get away with or

malicious.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  So, a difference, in my

opinion, between a D.J. that plays music or a

D.J. that puts on a show.

VINCENT DIRICO:  No D.J. putting on a

show.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  D.J, wedding shows,

those kinds of stuff?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Like I said, my own

personal preference, I have a problem with

things being too loud.  I think it just takes

away.  If you can't converse with who you are

with, it is defeating to the purpose to me.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  With that said, there

will be no time there will be music without

food and the kitchen being open?

VINCENT DIRICO:  Absolutely not.
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MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Okay.  Any other

questions from the Board at this time?  

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Not at this time.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Take a seat.  I will

open it up to the floor.  Anyone here in the

audience that would like to comment on this?

Is there anyone on Zoom that would like to

comment on this?  No.  Are there anymore

questions of Mr. DiRico?

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Not at this time.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  I ask for a motion to

close the hearing and reserve decision.

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  So moved.

TRUSTEE CHIARA:  Second.

MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Miss Walsh, can you

poll the Board.

MS. WALSH:  Trustee Pombonyo? 

TRUSTEE POMBONYO:  Aye. 

MS. WALSH:  Trustee Chiara? 

TRUSTEE CHIARA:  Aye. 

MS. WALSH:  Trustee Stewart? 

TRUSTEE STEWART:  Aye. 

MS. WALSH:  Trustee Longobardi? 

TRUSTEE LONGOBARDI:  Aye. 

MS. WALSH:  Mayor Fitzgerald? 
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MAYOR FITZGERALD:  Aye.  Thank you. 

VINCENT DIRICO:  Thank you.

 

      Certified to be a true and  

accurate transcript of the proceedings. 

 

        
        CATHERINE P. MURPHY 
          Court Reporter 
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